
Mark on Main Street – Waunakee and Columbus

Mark's first Main Street visit of the week came in 
Wauankee where he and the campaign enjoyed 
sandwiches and coffee at the Main St. Diner. The 
owner, Kevin, and a group of his friends and 
customers were there to greet Mark and discuss 
pertinent issues when he arrived. After enjoying 
some cookies, Mark made his way to Fred's Village, 
where he got a chance to meet the owner, Fred Loy, 
himself. Fred voiced his concerns about how state 
inspectors usually come to his business three times a 
week. He thought this seemed a bit excessive and 
that this was a waste of the taxpayer’s money and a 
perfect example of over-regulation from the 
government. Mark and the campaign made their 
final stop in Waunakee at the Front Porch, a home 
decor store owned by Heidi Rauls and Patty Ripp, 
before moving on to Columbus for the rest of the 
day.
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After a great visit to Waunakee, Mark made his way 
to Main Street Columbus where he had the privilege 
of visiting a fine specialty store named Colonial 
Carriage Works. Ryanne Patton, the store's general 
manager, treated Mark to an impressive tour of the 
production facility, which also serves as a museum. 
Colonial Carriage Works is one of only a few 
businesses that specialize in restoring antique horse-
drawn vehicles, and it is a prime example of a 
successful Wisconsin small business with customers 

world-wide. After posing for a quick photograph in an antique horse-drawn sleigh, Mark and Sue 
continued their trip with a visit to West James Gallery, where Mark met the owner, Kim Bates. She and 
Mark discussed issues relating to educational funding and what how he would address the topic as 
governor. After that, Mark and Sue continued on to Sharrow Drugs, a five-generation, family-owned 
drug store owned by Pattie and Nick Sharrow before wrapping up their day with an interview at the 
Columbus Journal.
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